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On Gradient Joint Strategy as an Institutional Promotion
in China(Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone

Li Lu', Zhang Xueliang®

(1. School of International Business Administration ., Shanghai University of Finance
and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China;2. Institute o f Finance and Economics ,

Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The emphasis and difficulty of the reform in China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone lie
in the formation of institution samples which can be replicated and extended nationwide through pi-
lots. This paper attempts to propose the gradient joint strategy as a feasible path to accelerate the rep-
lication and spread of institutional innovation in China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone. Based on
the definition of the basic connotation of the gradient joint strategy, it points out that various econom-
ic zones across the country, as spatial carrier of gradual reform and opening-up, important platform of
trial institutional innovation and powerful trust of local economic transformation and upgrading, are
similar to China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone from the perspectives of status, function and role;
current gradient joint strategy taking economic zones as the carrier is a necessary and feasible selection
considering historical experience and real basis. which is not only beneficial to the acceleration of the
reform in China (Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone and institutional promotion process, but also helps
to accomplish the transformation and upgrading of economic zones. Recent phenomena that in Suzhou,
Chengdu, Wuhan,Fujian and other economic zones emulate the reform of Shanghai Pilot Free Trade
Zone by the integration of their own characteristics can be regarded as the“reality version” of the gra-
dient joint strategy proposed in this paper.

Key words: Shanghai Pilot Free Trade Zone; economic zone; institutional innovation; gradient

joint strategy ( : )




